Introduction
It is delightful when academia does not only reveal but also entertain. The members of the Pirate Party Aachen, Germany, broke out into laughter when I told them I wanted to conduct a study on the notion of transparency in their circles: "That's what no one knows!" -"If you find out you tell us!" Indeed, I found that no one really knows, that everybody knows somewhat, and that most feel they should know better. This study is a contribution to the on-going debate within the Pirate Party Germany about transparency: the kind of transparency the members demand within their own circles, the kind they want to bring into politics, and the problems they experience with both. Engaging in participant In contrast, the Pirates identified the internet as the means to achieve their political vision: creating transparency in decision-making processes on all administrative levels, enabling as broad a participation in the political discourse as possible, and engaging in collaborative political action. The underlying rationale for demanding transparency in political processes and for using tools to support this demand is the ideal of a democratic system in which every individual is enabled to impact political processes as widely as possible. A full elucidation of the concept of transparency within the Pirate Party has not been undertaken, though. The need for conceptual clarity becomes apparent now that the party operates in state politics and therefore in a system whose hierarchical structures
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and conventions of secrecy it seeks to change. Furthermore, the emergence of the socalled "internet-party" raises the fundamental question if information technology yields the potential to alter political processes towards more citizen participation -or, in other words, if the internet can "create" democracy.
In the following I will elaborate on the Pirates' rationales for demanding transparency in political processes, elaborate on certain recurring points in the debate, and show at the hand of examples how the internet is used by the party to introduce new ways of doing politics. Two building blocks are required to prepare ground for the case study: a note on method, first, and some background information on the party's history, programme, and distinct basic democratic structure, second. The heart of the chapter constitutes the analysis of the gathered data for which the three research questions will successively be addressed. The insights gained from methodology and data analysis will be reflected on in the conclusion.
Methodology: How to Research Pirates
The existing body of research on the Pirate Party is slim. Those authors who did study the Pirate Party from an academic perspective have widely made use of the material provided by the Pirates themselves (Bartels, 2009; Bieber & Leggewie, 2012; Blumberg, 2010; Eisel, 2012; Häusler, 2011; Jabbusch, 2011; Neumann, F., 2011; Neumann, T., 2011; Niedermayer, 2012b; Zolleis, Prokopf, Strauch, 2010) . Felix Neumann (2011) points to the party's open structures as an enabler for grounded research: "The Pirate Party is a lucky strike for research due to its structures and its aspiration for transparency: virtually all party communication is accessible online" (p.3). Political science professor Christoph Bieber (2010) agrees: "As a researcher you are happy, it is all there, you don't have to conduct any complex interviews" (23:40).
It is true that the party's stance on transparency is laid down in the basic programme, in various election programmes, and in position papers. However, a mere literature research would not have revealed all nuances of the topics. In order to assess how the Pirates conceive of transparency and counter the challenges that exist to actualize it, I considered it necessary to enter the field, to inquire how the members form their aspiration, and how they deal with it in practice. Thus, this research adds a qualitative account on one of the Pirates' core objectives to the existing quantitative ones on self-conception (Neumann, T., 2011) and democratic ideals (Jabbusch, 2011) .
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Furthermore, the in-depth studies mentioned above have been conducted by party members who have experienced and shaped the party's history for a significant time-span and who, thus, were familiar with inner-party codes that an outsider first needs to decipher.
The present research thus adds an account of a subject newly entering the organization and testing the usefulness of its particular communication structure for realizing the In addition to the observation activities mentioned, I conducted six in-depth interviews of about one hour each. The main function of the interviews was one of triangulation, i.e.
verifying assumptions on my side and receiving explanations of internal codes by insiders.
The interview partners were identified by means of the snowball method, i.e. one party member being the first interviewee who subsequently pointed out further potential subjects. In this way I identified a variety of actors with different viewpoints on the notion of transparency within the party: one Ex-Pirate, one active Pirate, one former federal board member, one state board member, one member of the party's youth organization
Young Pirates, and one interested observer regularly participating in party meetings. The interviews were audio recorded and transcribed from German into English, with the interview partners being able to check and correct the transcript afterwards. Pirates rapidly increased their membership from a couple of hundred to 12.000 (Zolleis, Prokopf, Strauch, 2010, p.5) and gained a decent 2% of the votes in the federal elections the same year (Niedermayer, 2012a , 'Entstehung und Entwicklung').
Over the period of three years the German party branch has gradually expanded its scope, adopting stances on education, family policy, environment, and other issues that exceed the interests of a rather narrow internet community. It is important to note that the Pirates identify a red thread throughout all newly adopted topics: the liberty (of thought, of choice) of the individual in different spheres of life. Besides that, the idea of following a different style in politics has a constituting function for the party's identity. Much of the Pirates' working structures and ideals is formed as a counter-reaction against deficiencies they identify in Europe (PPEU) for the European elections in the following year (Wahlen, 2012) . How the party will master the outlined challenges will be shown in due time. In order to build on firm ground the nature of the individual concepts of transparency, participation, and privacy as well as their interrelation need to be clarified.
Data Analysis and Findings
The Rationale for Transparency
In his member survey, Tobias Neumann (2011) Whatever needs to be negotiated in backrooms now arouses the suspicion of favouring third party interests over citizen interests. Arguments of alleged practical constraints that are easily confuted increase the impression that the government follows an agenda targeted at its own or some other party's benefit rather than public interests.
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The perceived need for the controlling function of transparency gave rise to the enabling function. Only if citizens possess the same standard of knowledge as decision-makers they are able to form a grounded political opinion, the Pirates claim. Thus, the provision of information about political processes provides one pre-condition for meaningful citizen participation. At the bottom of the Pirates' stance in this matter lies a distinct notion of the relationship between citizen as the principle and elected representative as service provider (Weisband, 2011).
The foregoing account pointed to the alleged functions of transparency in denouncing violations of citizen rights, tracing corruption, and providing enhanced means for democratic participation. The precise dimensions of the notion of transparency still remain vague though. In the following section I will try to unravel the various facets of the Pirates' concept of transparency.
The Nuances of Transparency
The prevailing lack of clarity leads to constant debates and misunderstandings among party members, as well as between the party base and the members of boards or fractions.
Recurring arguments centre around two questions: What does it mean to render a political process transparent? Where does a political process begin? A more nuanced view on both of these will help to identify and clarify conflicting positions.
The first controversial question is how a political process needs to be documented Hence, the concept of transparency in political processes is a powerful and difficult one. Powerful, for it provides the basis for striving towards social structures that render power agglomerations and corruption at the top harder and enable each citizen to impact the societal course. Difficult, for it needs to be balanced against other equally fundamental values the party seeks to protect and seems contingent upon specific circumstances.
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Conclusion
The conclusion to this study requires remarks on both methodology and case study. Research in the Pirate circles has also shown that technology does not entail inherent values. All major parties employ the internet for political purposes by now, yet, the difference in usage demonstrates the gaps between political intentions. Conversely, the ability to tinker with technology opens up the view for alternative political pathways. In that sense, the wide-spread use of the internet alone cannot be assumed to lead to greater citizen participation. Yet, political actors with the intention to enhance the citizen's standard of knowledge have cheaper and more efficient means to realize this aim than ever before.
Conflict and negotiation about the concrete technological creation of transparency hold the potential to more and more establish transparency as a political norm. It is up to the persistence and dedication of many individuals to reiterate the rationale for transparency in political acts and to experiment with possibilities on how to create and improve upon it. The dialogue among parties and citizens will show what kind of transparency is desired and which forms can be found to enact it.
